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The oldest pulpit in the 
United States standing 
on its original founda- 
tion in King’s Chapel, 
Boston, Massachusetts. 
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CHURCH MEMBERSHIP 
REACHES NEW PEAK 

The mid-century tide of interest 
in religion - sweeping America ever 
since World War II - appears to have 
reached new highs. 

Americans in the greatest num- 
bers in history, belong to churches 
and Sunday Schools. 

Americans are donating cash to 
the religious enterprise as never be- 
fore. 

Churches are staffed by the great- 
est number of ministers in our his- 
tory. 

And there are more churches than 
ever-with new construction breaking 
all previous records, 

New annual statistics compiled 
by the National Council of Churches 
tell the story. 

Better than six of every ten Amer- 
icans are on church rolls - exactly 
60.3% of the population today, as 
against 49% in 1940 and a mere 16% 
100 years ago. 

The new grand total of Americans 
with church membership in all faiths 
is 97,482,611 - up 2,639,766 over a 
year ago. The percentage rise for the 
year is 2.8% as against a popula 
tion rise of 1.7%. 
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HARRY A.G.ABBE 


Ser tin song and music glorify ev- 
ery time and place with which they 
"— are associated. They inspire every 
aoral and spiritual virtue. They tran s- 
orm spiritual life. They are an institu- 
ion upon which Christian worship and 
evangelization depend. What place did 
they have in the life of our Lord? What- 
2ver it was, it would almost seem to de- 
serve a special appendix to the study of 
the gospels. 

Of great interest, therefore, is the 
authentic and detailed information given 
dy an eminent Jewish authority, The Rew 
2rend Dr. Edersheim, in his book, ‘The 
Temple At the Time of Jesus Christ.’’ 
The Temple, itself, was of absorbing 
terest. The only remnant of the First 
Temple still standing was ‘‘Solomon’s 
Porch,’’ mentioned in John 10:23. King 
Herod had so enlarged the Second Tem- 
ple, that, with all its spacious courts, 
it was nearly one thousand feet square. 
But all the architectural grandeur and 
narvelous equipment for the elaborate 
Jewish worship and sacrificial rites of 
he priesthood would have missed much 
of the joy of public worship unless the 
vocal and instrumental adornment of the 
First Temple had been retained. That 
adomment consisted in the Choir of Le- 
vites and Levitical orchestras, which, 
luring the ordinary Templeservices per- 
‘ormed at the entrance to the Court of 
riests from the Court of Israel. 

- But the purpose of the instrument part 
was not to provide a separate feature. 
‘Properly speaking,’’ says Edersheim, 
“the real service of praise in the Tem- 
le was only with song. - - - What in- 
strumental music there was, served 
nly to accompany and sustain the song. 
Accordingly, none other than Levites 
night act as choristers, while other dis- 
inguished Israelites were allowed to 
ake part in the instrumental music. The 
ae of the trumpets, blown by priests 
ly, formed, at least in the second 
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Temple, no part in the instrumental mu- 
sic of the service.”’ 

Beside the silver trumpets the priests 
also blew the shofar, or metal hom, at 
the New Moon, the Feast of the New 
Year, and to proclaim the Year of Ju- 
bilee, and in the synagogues at the New 
Year. 

The flute or reed pipe was played in 
the Temple at many feasts. Not less than 
two nor more than twelve were allowed. 
Also the flutes were used by pilgrim 
bands in their journeys to Jerusalém for 
the feasts, as they sang ‘“‘the Psalm of 
Degrees,’’ or ‘‘Accents,’’ and it was also 
customary to use it at marriage feasts 
and funerals. The chief instruments of 
the orchestra were the kinnor and nevel. 
In the nevel (lute or guitar) the strings 
were drawn over the sounding-board; in 
the kinnor(harp)they were free as in the 
modem harp. Of the nevel not less than 
two nor more than six were to be used 
while as many of the kinnor were used 
as possible and never less than nine. 

After the moming sacrifice and in- 
cense, the priestly blessing, and other 
rites, the Temple music began. ‘‘At the 
proper time’’ the priests blew the blasts 
on their silver trumpets. There might 
not be less than two nor more than one 
hundred and twenty in the service. The 
priests faced the people, looking east- 
ward, while the Levites, who crowded 
the fifteen steps which led from the 
Court of Israel to that of the Priests, 
turned westward to the sanctuary. On a 
signal given by the president, the 
priests moved forward to-each side of 
him who struck the cymbals. Immediately 
the choir of Levites, accompanied by in- 
strumental music, began the Psalm of 
the day. It was sustained by not less 
than twelve voices, with which mingled 
the delicious treble of selected voices 
of young sons of the Levites, who, stand- 


"ing by their fathers, might take part in — 


thi¢ service alone. The number of in- 
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strumental performers was not limited, 
nor yet confined to the Levites, some of 
the distinguished families which had in- 
termarried with the priests being admit- 
ted to this service. The Psalm of the 
day was always sung in three sections. 
At the close of each the priests blew 
three blasts from their silver trumpets, 
and the people bowed down and worship- 
ped’.’ In Herod’s Temple the worshippers 
did not take part in praise, except with 
the responsive ‘‘Amen,’’ as they had tak 
en part in the first temple. “This closed 
the morning service. It was immediately 
followed by the sacrifices and offerings 
which private Israelites might have to 
bring, and which would occasionally, 
continue till near the time for the eve- 
ning sacrifice. The latter resembled in 
all respects that in the moming,’’ with 
few minor exceptions. 

*“At the close of the additional Sab- 
bath sacrifice, when the drink offering 
was brought, the Levites sang the ‘Song 
of Moses’ in Deuteronomy 32. This hymn 
was divided into six sections, for as 
many Sabbaths. - - Each portion was 
sung in three sections, with threefold 
blasts of the priests’ trumpets, the peo- 
ple worshipping at each pause. - - At the 
evening sacrifice on the Sabbath the 
Song of Moses in Exodus 15 was sung.’’ 

To the Feast of the Passover on the 
15th of Nisan, pilgrim bands came sing- 
ing psalms and bringing their offerings, 
till the number swelled to between two 
and three million, according to the esti- 
mate of Josephus. There were the three- 
fold blasts of the silvery trumpets of 
the priests when the Passover was slain. 
During the sacrifices a ‘‘most solemn 
hymn of praise’’ was raised, the Levites 
leading in song and the offerers either 
repeating after them, or merely respond- 
ing “‘by a Hallelujah.’’ This service of 
song consisted of the so-called ‘Hallel,’ 
which comprised Psalms 113-118.’’ At 
The Paschal Supper, ‘‘it was sung by 
every Paschal company in their houses.” 

The Feast of Pentecost, or Feast of 
Weeks, Feast of Harvest, ‘‘Day of First 
Fruits,’’ Season of the giving of the Law, 
occurred fifty days after the beginning’of 
the Passover. Blasts of the trumpets 
announced the commencement of the 
feast from the temple mount. For temple 
music the Levites chanted the Hallel to 
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the accompaniment of a single flute. 

In the evening of the first day the 
Temple was lit by four golden candela- 
bra. The ‘Chassidim’ and ‘the Men of 
Deed’ danced before the people with flanr 
ing torches in their hands, and sang 
hymns and songs of praise, while the 
Levites, with harps and lutes, cymbals 
and trumpets and instruments without 
number, stood upon the fifteen steps and 
sang hymns. 

John 7:14 says Jesus went up to the 
Feast of Tabernacles and taught. The 
Feast of Chenuchah, or the Dedicationof 
the Temple, which Josephus called ‘the 
feast of lights,’’ began on December 25, 
in the Jewish month of Chislev. On each 
of the eight days of the feast the Hallel 
was sung in the Temple. John 10 de- 
scribes Jesus’ attendance and promise 
of eternal life to His sheep and declared 
*{T and the Father are one.” 

Synagogues were everywhere in Pales- 
tine, and as Jesus went into all the cit- 
ies and villages of Galilee, He must have 
been accustomed to hear in their litur- 
gical services the chanting of Psalms 
and other passages of Scripture. 

Just what secular songs Jesus may 
have heard - folk-songs of shepherds as 
they led their flocks to pasture; guild- 
songs as the artisans went about their 
work; social songs of the countryside; 
we are not told. But in the Parable of the 
Prodigal Son the return of the wanderer 
is celebrated by music and dancing. 
Where there is piping and dancing there 
is pretty apt to be music and song. 

Christ’s world of Song and Music be- 
gins more properly in the praise which 
He inspired posthumously very early in 
the Christian Church. In Colossions 3:16 
Paul says, ‘‘Let the word of Christ dwell 
in you richly; in all wisdom teaching and 
admonishing one another with psalmsand 
hymns and spiritual songs, singing with 
grace in your hearts unto God.’’ And 
there are many lines in Ephesians and 
the Epistles to Timothy which seem to 
be quotations from hymns of the early 
church. 

Ephesians 5:14 reads: ‘‘Therefore he 
saith, Awake, O sleeper, and arise from 
the dead, and Christ shall give you” 
light.”’ 

II Timothy 2:11 says, ‘The saying is 
true; If we have died in him, we shall | 
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sso live with him; If we endure, we shall 
‘so reign with him; If we deny him, he 
so will deny us; If we are faithless, he 
te faithful - for he cannot deny him- 
Pa.’’ 
‘These relics of Christian hymns - if 
ach they be - are valuable in showing 
¢e emphasis the early church Pp laced up- 
1 Christ Himself. His way of commun- 
’n with God, His faith, love, and hope 
* etemal life, were the never-failing 
‘Spiration of uplifting song. 
Ancient and modem secular music is 
“ great variety, and has many charming 
satures, but vast as the outpourings of 
1 secular melodies has been, they all 
ll prostrate before the divine ministry 
the human heart of the Christian hymn. 
‘Hymnody had to go through a long 
purse of developement like any other 
t. Plainsong and chant by clergy and 
ccompanying choir had to enlarge into 
ontrapuntal mode and complicated har- 
ony. How simple ancient choral music 
ust have been, when we consider that 
ere was no regular system of notation 
ll the tenth century. But since then 
»w marvellous has been the develop- 
ent of vocal and instrumental harmony 
sacred music. Great composers like 
andel, Hadyn, Bach and others, have 
tributed their genius to the producing 
the oratorio, symphony, and other mu- 
cal works inspired by the Master of 
iritual expression. Talented composers 
ke Lowell Mason, Thomas Hastings, 
hn B. Dyckes, and many others have 
ansformed the beautiful work of relig- 
us poets into hymns of exquisite har- 
my, and all have glorified the name of 
ist as the Inspirer of sacred song! 
His contibution to history is charac- 
tized by many paradoxes. He was not 
scholastic, yet many of the world’s 
ading scholars have expended their 
st efforts in writing of Him. He was 
t an author, yet immense literary tal- 
t has been used in describing Him. 
> was not an artist, yet the most famous 
- has so portrayed Him as to attract 
iversal attention. He was never mar 
sd, yet the best compliment you can 
y a married couple is to say that they 
ve set up an ideal Christian home. Je- 
; never wrote music, nor played an in- 
t, and apparently sang but little, 
t He inspired the most thrilling song 
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and music that was ever composed! 

The song and music in Temple and 
Synagogue, and the festive flutes of 
the pilgrim bands must have stirred Je 
sus in His eager sympathy with all the 
religious yeamings of His people. But 
no musical art with which He was ac- 
quainted can account for His supreme 
influence in the musical world. Such 
achievement was above art. The Power 
which made His influence so dynamic 
there, as in the other spheres of art, was 
His unique personality, and the Power 
that accounts for that personality was 
the indwelling Spirit of God. 

All the hymns of the faith, with their 
many phases of Christian experience, and 
prayers for divine aid expressed inlyric- 
al form, are included in Christ’s World 
of Song. But more particularly dothe beau- 
tiful hymns which describe ‘‘the char- 
acters He wears, and all the forms of 
love He bears,’’ and His priceless worth 
to multitudes of devotedChristian hearts- 
all of which constitute a select volume 
of unfading value out of that all-embrac- 
ing World of Song. To St. Bernard of 
Clairvaux, the most influential abbot 
and greatest man of Europe, are attrib- 
uted two of the sweetest hymns of that 
nature, beginning: 

Jesus, the very thought of Thee, 
With sweetness fills my breast. 
and: 
Jesus, thou Joy of loving hearts, 
Thou Fount of Life, thou Light 
of men. 

From Paul Gerhardt, eminent pastor in 
Berlin, and favorite hymn-writer of all 
German-speaking people of the 17th cen- 
tury, comes the hymn, full of sweetest 
trust and peace in Christ: 

Jesus, thy boundless love to me 
No thought can reach, no tongue 
delare; 
and it continues: 
In death, as life, be Guide and 
friend, 
That I may love Thee without end, 

And the lyric of Edward Perronet’s 

All hail the power of Jesus’ name 
always calls for a jubilant outburst of 
adoring hearts. gen : 

And the joy of fellowship with Christ 
are in the lines of John Newton, the re- 


d d slave-driver: 
a (See page 320) 
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F. B. SHEPHERD 


MONG the notable values of the Bi- 
Av is its plainness and out-spoken- 

ness. It leaves no excuse for mis- 
understanding. The Bible tells the truth 
about man and things without excuse, 
varnish, or apology. The Word of God 
is a mighty mirror wherein we see our- 
selves as God sees us, with all our 
shortcomings and defects. 

The great purpose of the Bible is to 
teach and develope men for God’s using. 
This can only be done as men are made 
to realize their delinquencies and im- 
perfections, and become persuaded to 
to make corrections in so far as they 
have power. The things in human con- 
duct that God considers sinful are learn- 
ed by studying the descriptions of Bible 
characters. (II Timothy 3:16,17). Here 
we have the record of the great physi- 
cal strength of Samson and his weakness 
morally and spiritually. Here the meek- 
ness of Moses is contrasted with his 
presumption in the matter of water from 
the rock. The faith of Abraham is com- 
pared with his falsehoods. The courage 
of Elijah is revealed in contrast with 
his despair after Carmel. Peter’s rugged 
character is seen in the light of his rag- 
ged loyalty. For the sake of the lesson 
the conduct of Peter furnishes us, I sug- 
gest you take a look at “Peter the sted- 
fast’’ compared with ‘Peter the shift- 
ing.’ Peter ‘‘Followed Jesus’’= - -‘‘Afar 
off.’’ (Mark 14:53-71). 

One thing ever a menace to the proper, 
continuous growth of the church of the 
Lord Jesus Christ is mere nominal Chris- 
tianity. There is too much complacency, 
too much nonchalance manifested by 
professing Christians. Too much of the 
casual attitude in the living of so many 
claiming to be children of God. Too 
much letting ‘‘George do it, ’’ upon the 
part of. those who are ‘‘in Christ.’’ 
There are a few willingto work and many 
willing to let them. There is never e- 
nough realization of personal responsi- 
bility for the general welfare, progress 
and general growth of the congregation, 
locally as a whole. Too many children 
of God have adopted as their theme song, 
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FOLLOWING.... 
Afar Of 


‘*The church | stay away from.’’ A con- 
venient way of getting all the benefit: 
of Christian fellowship without any at- 
tempt at paying the price. An idea abso- 
lutely outside scripture precedent. 

Christianity - the genuine kind - at- 
tracts bold spirits. It fascinates pio- 
neers and those of daring and adventure, 
To be a genuine Christian does not 
mean an easy journey over broad, level 
highways with up-to-date equipment. 
Rather it is like a series of ‘‘Forced 
Marches,’’ carrying a full pack through 
jungles, through morasses, across des- 
erts, over hills and ranges of mountains, 
wading streams and fording rivers, us- 
ually more in shadows than in sunshine. 
But, it means to emerge at last upon the 
exquisitely beautiful plateau of eternal 
life and unalloyed bliss forever in the 
“Home of the soul.’’ 

Genuine Christianity involves con- 
flict with human ideas and practices 
which are always contrary to those of 
Christ. Jesus, Himself, came as a revo- 
lutionist. His manner of life, His teach- 
ing, His requirements of His disciples, 
conflicted and continue to conflict with 
every concept, practice, and custom of 
the world, both in His day and in ours. 

Genuine Christianity is becoming and 
being like the Christ. The great invita: 
tion and challenge of Christ is ‘‘Follow 
me.’’ It is a challenge to positive living 
in accord with His will. It is a call tc 
effort. It offers the privilege to gain an 
intimate knowledge of the Divine charac: 
ter. It implies an opportunity to posses: 
a ready helper in every time of need. Bu 
it requires a willingness to die for Him 
if need be. No place can be found in 
Christianity for the small-spirited man, 
He only uses up Christianity’s store of 
energy and contributes nothing in retum. 
Only those who are willing and anxious 
to trust God and pay the price are fi 
for the Kingdom of Heaven. (Luke 9:62) 

The challenge is - Are you followin. 
the Christ?’’ How? “Afar off?”? Even t 
the house of the enemy? Are you minglin; 
with the foes of Christianity and the 
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The Editors Columns 
ay 


iIHURCH AND SCHOOL 
AM growing a bit weary of having the 
church ridiculed and held up to scom 


when compared with thepublic school. 


fe are told that the church, in its educa- 
‘onal effort, is old fashioned and be- 
ind the times. Its teachers are ridiculed 
‘s being poorly trained. Its literature is 
jalled cheap and its classrooms inade- 
uate. The church, according to those 
who think they know such matters, is do- 
ag about a fourth-rate job. 

By contrast the public schools have 
ore than ten billions invested in build- 
igs with more being constructed. Its op- 
“ating costs go over three billion dollars 
ach year. It has compulsory attendance 
sr thirty hours each week. It has paid, 
ained teachers, modem classrooms, and 
ie latest equipment. 

Yes, the odds are against the church, 
it the founder of the Christian Church 
uid that a tree was to be known not by 
S size, or foliage, but by its fruit. Col- 
ges are complaining that high school 
aduates, the products of our school 
rstem, cannot read adequately, cannot 
yell and cannot work simple problems 

arithmetic. The head of one of our 
tgest State universities said the main 
ason why so many freshmen are drop- 
>d from the roll at the end of the first 
smester is that they cannot read well 
1ough to keep up with their studies. 

By contrast every president of the 
nited States has been a product of the 
nristian Church. The majority of the 
embers of every Congress have been 
rmer pupils of Church Schools. More 
an 90% of the professional leadership 
educational and cultural organizations 
ich as Scouting and the Red Cross are 
urch-trained. 

Officials claim that ten percent of our 
nerican boys and girls are potential 
venile delinquents. A delinquent is a 
ild lacking in ideals, behavior pat- 
rns and character. It is the business 
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of the church to train young people in 
character and ideals. It has been said 
over and over again that young people 
who show up regularly at church do not 
show up in the Juvenile Court. 

Why this difference? Public Schools 
are subject-centered. Teachers are con- 
cerned with History, Mathematics, and 
Science. Church Schools are pupil-cen- 
tered. They teach Mary and Frank and 
Ann and Harry. The Public Schools teach 
ideas. The Church Schools teach ideals. 
In Public Schools pupils are urged to 
learn something, to do something. In the 
Church School the pupil is urged to be 
something. 

A boy goes to a coach and he makes a 
football player of him. A man goes to the 
army and they make a soldier of him. He 
goes to the church and the church tries 
to make a Christian of him. Therein lies 


: difference. 
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LIVING WITH PEACE OF MIND 


The suggestion has been made that we 
ought to stop praying the Lord’s Prayer in 
order to avoid hypocrisy. Far better advice 
is to pray with understanding and deep deter- 
mination. Let us seek deeper meanings: 

Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done, 

On earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

When we pray the Lord’s Prayer with in 
sight and sincerity, we are praying that we 
may know and do God’s will in all our rela- 
tions, and that our society may be character 
ized by Christlikeness) The tme Christian 
standard is the life which is proper in God’s 
home. The right Christian prayer is that we 
may be less self-centered, less family-cen- 
tered and more God-centered and people- 
centered; that the highest virtues of the home 
may be extended universal ly to all human be 
ings and all human relations. 

Searching questions ought to be examined 

(See page 316) 
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LORD’S PRAYER LITANY 


O Loving Father of us all, with the con- 
fidence of little children calling upon 
their affectionate parents, we lift our 
voices unto Thee: 
Response: Our Father who art in heaven. 
That the word of God may be taught in 
all its truth and purity: 
Response: Hallowed be Thy name. 
That hearing it in its fullness and pur- 
itywe may live holy and helpful lives: 
Response: Hallowed by Thy name by us. 
For Thy Holy Spirit to believe Thy Word 
and to live a godly life here on earth and 
in heaven forever: 
Response: Thy Kingdom come in us. 

Thy Kingdom come through us. 

Thy Kingdom come to us and 

to all men. 
To believe the Gospel, to obey the com- 
mandments, to follow whatever paths 
Thou dost lead: 
Response: Thy will be done on earth as 
it is in heaven. 
Thy will be done by us indeed. 

For all things that pertain to the wants 
and support of our present life--for food, 
raiment, money, goods, home, lands, 
faithful parents, devoted children, trust- 
worthy servants, honorable rulers, favor - 
able seasons, peace, health, education, 
honor, true friends, good neighbors, and 
all good gifts: 
Response: Give us this day our daily 
bread. 
That we may be sensible of all Thy ben- 
efits and receive these daily gifts with 
thanksgiving: 
Response: Give us this day our daily 
bread, 
Though we daily commit much sin and 
deserve chastisement alone: 
Response: Forgive us our trespasses. 
Withhold not Thy gifts because of our 
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sins,nor deny us our requests on accoun 
of them: 

Response: Forgive us our trespasses. 
We will, therefore, on our part, heartily 
forgive and also do good to those who in 
jure or offend us. 

Response: Forgive us our tres passes as 
we forgive those who trespass against 
us. 

Guard us that we may not be deceived, 
not misled by the devil, the world and 
our own flesh. 

Response: Lead us not into temptation. 
Though we may be tempted, grant that 
in the end we may finally prevail and 
gain the victory: 

Response: Lead us not into temptation. 
From all manner of evil, affecting body, 
soul, property, or character, preserve us 
and grant us a happy end: 

Response: Deliver us from all evil. 
Thou hast thus taught us to pray and 
promised to hear us: 

Response: For thine is the Kingdom anc 
the power and the glory forever, and ever. 
Amen. 

Now, O Lord, to these things for whict 
we pray, we do now set our minds an 
wills, our hands and hearts, our time anc 
talents, pray ing: 
Response: Consecrate us anew to Thy 


will and favor. -Amen. Waltéy AcKicse ae 


PRAYER IN INDUSTRY 


How would you react if suddenly a 
bell rang in your office or plant, calling 
you to a mid-moming worship service? _ 

It couldn’t happen you say? But it 
does! Each year an increasing number 
of industries are adopting the practic 
of devotional services for employees 7 
a daily “‘time out’? for prayer. At least 
1,000 companies, among them some of 
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the nation’s industrial giants, are holding 
regular Prayer meetings and devotional 
services; nearly 800 others are distrib- 
uting religious literature; 40 others have 
aired full-time chaplains to minister to 
the spiritual needs of employees. 

The R.J.Reynolds Tobacco Comp any 
of Winston-Salem was one of the first to 
.nclude a full-time chaplain on its pay- 
‘oll. When company president John Whit- 
aker realized that shorter hours, higher 
wages and other material benefits failed 
© make employees more content and hap- 
xy, he became convinced that the real 
reed was a basic spiritual faith to give 
neaning and direction to their lives. The 
results of this radical experiment are a 
yart of a fascinating article by Clarence 
Yoodbury on “Religion in Industry,’’in 
he September issue of This Day Maga- 
zine, published monthly by the Concor 
lia Publishing House of St. Louis. 


THANKSGIVING DAY 


The essential and beautiful custom of 
setting apart one day in our year for 
giving thanks to God, originated in the 
conviction that God IS; that, He is over 
all, the fountain of all blessings; the 
Sovereign Ruler and Disposer of all 
events; and that however man may plan 
and prosecute, with God are the issues 
of life. 

In this conviction the custom is con- 
inued year after year, and should be 
faithfully and prayerfully observed. Of all 
yur National Holidays, Thanksgiving may 
ye made the most beneficial and helpful, 
f observed in the spirit of the recommen- 
lations embr 'in the proclamation by 
he Preside: id by the Governors of 
yur States [er us guard against the de 
senerate -ustom of accepting Thanks- 
siving I , as a time for festivities, over- 
indulgence and revelry. 

The annual proclamations of both the 
National and State executives call the 
yeople to the service of Thanksgiving to 
30d in their respective places of wor- 
hip. To this end it is recommended that 
here be a cessation of labor. Perhaps 
n no one of our National holidays is 
here a more general suspension of labor 
an on the day of our thanksgiving to 
sod. But is the end for which this halt is 
lled in traffic, in work, in all business 
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activities kept in view to the extent that 
should be? Do the people stop work a- 
greeable with the terms of the proclama- 
tions, in order that they may assemble 
with their fellows to give thanks to Al- 
mighty God? 

The appeal is especially to Christians; 
to people who worship and who have 
places of worship. Do they keep the day 
as it is designed to be kept? Of course 
the great, irreligious multitude who do 
not profess to worship, cannot be expect- 
ed to pay any heed to the main object 
for which the day is set apart. For the 
unbeliever, the day is simply another hol- 
iday, the religious features of which are 
not much different from the usual Sunday 
observations, and have little or no influ- 
ence over him. With Christians, however, 
it should be different. By them the reli- 
gious element should be given first 
place, and should not be ignored as it 
is by the many. The increasing tendency 
of the Christians of this era to overlook 
the real meaning of Thanksgiving Day 
is dangerous and lamentable. On Thanks- 
giving Day the place of the believing 
Christian is in the House of Worship. It 
has become common practice in many so- 
called ‘‘forward looking groups’’ to ob- 
serve Thanksgiving Day on the Sunday 
prior to or following Thanksgiving, rather 
than to open their churches on the actual 
day of Thanksgiving. Let us remember 
the day is set aside as a National Hol- 
iday so we may attend worship services 
in our own local churches in order to 
give God thanks for the blessings He has 
bestowed upon us, individually and as 
a Christian nation. 


TEXTS AND THEMES 


Thanksgiving On a Narrow Basis, ‘‘That 
I am not as the rest of men.’’ Luke 18:12. 
Thanksgiving Expressed in a Real Sense, 
“Freely ye have received, freely give.’’ 
Matt. 10:8. 

Thanksgiving A Mark of Grace, ‘‘Praise 

is comely.’’ Psa. 147:1 

Blindness, ‘‘Neither said they, Where is 
the Lord that brought us up out of the 
land of Egypt, that led us through -- the 
shadow of death.’’ Jer. 2:6. 
Thanks for Divine Guidance, ‘‘At the 

remembrance of thy holiness.’’ Psa. 30:4. 
Thanks for Gentleness and Kindness. 
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‘‘Thy gentlenss hath made me great.”’ 
PsarmlS:ops 

The Ark in the Harvest Field, ‘‘And they 
of Beth-shemesh were reaping their wheat- 
harvest in the valley; and they lifted 
up their eyes, and saw the ark, and re- 
joieed to.see it.” 1 Sams 6:13: 

The Remembrance of Divine Mercies, 
‘TI am not worthy of the least of all thy 
mercies, and of all the truth which thou 
hast shewed unto thy servant, for with 
my staff I passed over this Jordan; and 
now I am become two bands.’’ Gen. 52: 10. 
Gratitude Should Show in Speech. Psa. 
145: 21. 

The Gain of Giving Thanks in Company, 
P'sas) 22:25. 

From What Enemies Will a Grateful Heart 
Save a Man? Psa. 18:3. 

What Ingratitude Misses, Luke 17:17. 


WORLD AFFAIRS 
AND YOUR AFFAIRS 


This is a film-disucssion series con- 

sisting of 10 programs using printed es- 
says and related motion pictures, follow- 
ed by discussion to provide a better un- 
derstanding of the problems of today’s 
world. These are now being held in & 
bout 125 cities throughout the country. 
The series opens wita a discussion of 
the relationship of the American citizen 
to world events, proceeds to an examin- 
ation of eight critical areas in the wodd, 
and closes with a programon world trade, 
Sample kit includes Organizer’s Manual, 
Leader’s Manual, essay volume, andlist 
of films and suggestions on where to 
rent them. 
Write Film Council of America, 600 Da- 
vis Street, Evanston, Illinois, for free 
leaflet describing the programs, The 
sample kit sells for $1.85. Rental rates 
on films selected for use vary from $2.50 
to $4.00. 


STUDIES IN HOME PROBLEMS 


Under the title, Little Joumeys to the 
Homes of the Common People, the pas- 
tor of a Spokane, Washington, church, 
preached a series of sermons on: 

1. God Bless Our Home, an appreciative 
study on home-making and home-makers. 
2. The Haunted House, the misery of 
debt, a study on domestic finance. 

3. The Kitchen vs. the Parlor, on domes- 
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tic service. 

4, The Burden or Blessing of a Family, 
a timely message on parenthood and its 
obvious responsibilities to the child anc 
to the community. 

5. The Child and The Rod, a study of the 
needs of youth, based on the fundamenta 
teachings of Christian citizenship and 
responsibility to the community, the na- 
tion, and to God. 

6. Critical Decisions in the Life of the 
Home, being suggestions in the choice 
of life work, based on aptitude, special 
gifts or abilities. 

7. Advancing Age and Changes in One’s 
Point of View. The mission of life in re 
lation to the home completed, a chance 
to use gifts of a personal nature, Travel, 
Creative Arts, etc. 


THANKSGIVING 


Psa. 84:4- Blessed are they that dwel. 
in thy house; they will be still praising 
thee.”’ 

1, Praise God for a Home. Tens of thou 
sands of God’s creatures in many lands 
have no homes; tens of thousands o: 
children have no parents to minister to 
their needs. 

2, Praise God for Food and Clothing. 
Millions are hungry and naked today, 
while we are paying millions daily te 
care for the storage of surplus food and 
clothes, the while we have ample of both 
for our needs. 

3. Praise God that You Lift Seeing Eye. 
to His Heavens. Thousands of His chil 
dren have never known this pleasure be- 
cause they are blind, physically. Thou- 
sands of others can neither hear nor speak. 
Are not the sun, the moon, the stars, the 
air, the water, the snow, the trees and 
flowers worthy of a word of thanks? How 
many accept these basic blessings with- 
out the slightest thought : 

4, Praise God for Books, for the gift o 
reading which makes possible our leam: 
ing of His great love for all mankind. 

5. Praise God, most of all, for the Bibl 
and what it tells us of Jesus Christ and 
His bountiful gifts to us. ' 


In prayer it is more essential to have a 
heart without words than words without 
aheart. shin, eee 
The Expositor 
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THE CHURCH FUND-RAISING COLUMN 
By Norman E, Nygaard, D.D. 


Dr. Nygaard is a Presbyterian minister who bas 

contributed regularly to The Expositor for more 

than thirty years. For the last six years be bas 

given full time to writing and professional fund- 
raising for churches. 


QUESTION: What do you think of the Joash 
chest as a means of securing pledges for 
the church budget and benevolence? We 
have used it for a number of years but have 
failed to secure significant increases for 
an expanding program. 


A1NSWER: Any canvassing method which de- 
pends upon a pledge not made to an indi- 
vidual solicitor but is mailed in or depos- 
ited in a chest is one which will not or- 
dinarily result in a significant increase in 
giving. 

Your conscientious members will make 
generous pledges to the church no matter 
what method is used to secure them. But 
probably half of the membership — that is 
true in most churches — will continue to 
make inadequate pledges when their giving 
is in effect, anonymous. These people 
are the regular fifty-cents-a-week or dol- 
lar a week pledgers. They need to meet a 
thoroughly trained representative of the 
church in a face-to-face conference. 

It is always astonishing how fearful the 
church is to challenge professing Chris- 
tians to undertake the practice of steward- 
ship. Yet Jesus Christ spoke more often 
about a man’s duty to become a faithful 
steward than on any other theme. 

It is interesting to note that even small 
churches today are asking for professional 
counsel in helping them to set up their 
canvasses. When consecrated professional 
leadership is obtained it can do for your 
giving program what consecrated leader- 


SELECTED FILMS FOR WORLD UN- 
JERSTANDING 

A Guide to Films for Study and Dis- 
ussion of America’s Roll in the World 
‘oday. Audio-Visual Center, Division 
f Adult Education and Public Services, 
diana University, Bloomington, Ind. 
8 pp. $1.50 
.. 


driver is safer when the roads are dry, | 
roads are safer when the driver is dry. 
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ship in the educational field can do for 
your entire program for children and youth. 


QUESTION; Our church has been going a- 


round in a vicious circle for a long time. 
We need a director of Christian Education 
and the officers have promised that one 
would be engaged as soon as we can lift 
the level of our giving. But when we come 
to the everymember canvass they do such 
an ineffective job that the budget generally 
remains the same. What can we do? 


ANSWER: In some instances, of course, an 


intrenched group of officers do not want 
the budget increased and they, therefore, 
make no effort to have an effective can- 
vass. They profess to be in favor of widen- 
ing the sphere of usefulness of the church 
but actually they are in office to maintain 
the status quo. Usually an influx of new 
blood, particularly professive individuals, 
will so challenge the intrenched officials 
that they can be moved. 

Basically, the need is for a thorough- 
going canvass with careful listing of pros- 
pects, thorough evaluation of their poten- 
tial, and then a program which results in 
the visitation of every member and friend 
of the church. 

When we do an every-member canvass 
fora church we depend for the increase 
primarily on changing the attitude of token 
givers and helping them to embark on a 
program of stewardship. We also offer an 
opportunity to non-members, especially the 
parents of children enrolled in the church 
school, to contribute to the budget. Once 
they begin to contribute they become ex- 
cellent candidates for church membership. 


* OR KX 


For information which will belp you in con- 
sidering or planning your Fund Raising Cam- 
paign, fill in the following coupon and mail 
it to the EXPOSITOR. No obligation. 


Dr. Nygaard, 

The Expositor, East Aurora, N.Y. 
Please send me information on your 
Church Fund Raising Campaigns. 
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Denomination. State. — 


Page 301 


Be Sure 


Your Sins 
Will Find You Out 


CLARENCE EDWARD MACARTNEY 


Text: Numbers 32:23. 

HAT is the only thing about which 
aL can be absolutely certain. You 

cannot be sure about the weather, or 
whether the sun will shine or not. You 
cannot tell what your material or finan- 
cial position will be a year from today. 
You cannot tell where your place of res 
idence will be six months from today. 
You cannot tell what your state of health 
will be tomorrow. You cannot be certain 
that you will be alive a week from today. 
Indeed, you cannot be certain that you 
will die; for Christ might come before 
you die. But there IS one thing about 
which you can be sure, and that is that 
your sin will find you out. 

She had been more sinned against than 
sinning. Suffering and religious devotion 
had chastened and purified her character 
till it was one of rare Christian grace and 
beauty. The divisions of the sermon she 
had remembered from childhood on our 
text, were these: In Time, In Conscience, 
In Eternity. There could be no better ar- 
rangement made for a sermon on this text. 


IN TIME 

The constitution of the world is moral, 
and all nature seems to be attuned to the 
moral law. The proverbs of a nation at- 
test to the universal belief that even in 
this world sin finds men out in exposure 
and punishment. We read of some crime 
that has been committed, and no matter 
‘how skillfully it has been perpetrated 
and how few the traces and clues as to 
the guilty person, we are confident that 
sooner or later someone will be arrested. 
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When Moses saw an Egyptian smiting an 
Ishmaelite, he looked this way and that, 
and when he saw that no one was looking 
he ‘smote the Egyptian and buried him in 
the sand. But the next day when he saw 
two Israelites fighting and sought to sep- 
arate them, one of them said toMoses, 
‘"Intendest thou to kill me as thou killed 
the Egyptian?’’ And Moses feared, anc 
said, “Surely this thing is known.’’ There 
is always someone who is looking. 

The ancients had a saying, ‘‘The 
Cranes of Ibicus,’’ by which they expres 
sed their belief in the exposure of sin 
and evil doing in time. A merchant from 
Corinth was set upon on his journey, by 
a band of robbers who stripped him and 
slew him. As he was dying, Ibicus ap- 
pealed to a flock of cranes he saw fly- 
ing through the heavens, to avenge his 
death. The robbers went to the city of 
Corinth, and were enjoying themselves in 
the spectacles of the theater, when the 
same cranes flew over. A half drunken 
member of the band, pointing to the birds, 
cried out, “There go the cranes of Ibi- 
cus.’’ What he said was overheard by 
others, and this in time led to the expo- 
sure of the crime and the arrest of the 
robbers. Hence the saying, ‘‘The Cranes 
of Ibicus.’’ ‘‘Curse not the king, no, not 
in thy thoughts,’’ said the wise man}‘and 
curse not the rich in thy bedchamber, for 
a bird of the air shall carry the voice, 
and that which hath wings shall tell the 
matter.’’ When evil is done, there are in- 
numerable birds and other creatures with 
wings to tell what has been done. é 

The Expositor 


That certain sins find men out in time, 
even in the body, must be patent to every- 
one. The sins of appetite and the flesh 
leave an indelible mark upon the face, 
and even worse marks within the body. 
““He that soweth to the flesh, shall of 
the flesh reap corruption.’ President 
Coolidge said, ‘It seems true that un- 
less men live right they die. Things are 
so ordered in this world, that those who 
violate its laws cannot escape the pen- 
alty. Nature is inexorable. If men do not 
follow the truth, they cannot live.”’ 

Whether, in time, man’s sin finds him 

out, that is, in exposure, it always finds 
him out in its effect upon his character. 
The most serious thing about sin is not 
what it does to aman in the sense of his 
external relationships, but what it does 
in a man. That is the saddest thing 
about sin, what it does in a man, and how 
it profanes the temple of his life and 
character. 


Sin was never sin in vain; 

The reddening scars remain 
And make confession; 

Lost innocence returns no more; 
We are not what we were 

Before transgression. 


: IN CONSCIENCE 
Sin is sure to find men out in con- 
science. The world may not know, or care, 
but conscience takes up its inexorable 
search and inflicts its unbribable judg- 
ments. 


Conscience what art thou? 

Thou tremendous power, 

Thou dost inhabit us without 
our leave, 

And art within ourselves another 
self — 

A master self, that loves to dom- 
ineer 

And treat the monarch frankly as 
the slave. 


“If ’rwere done when ’tis done.’’ But 
that is just the trouble with sin. It is 
never done. Where the world stops its in- 
quiry, or ends its judgments, and where 
nature may overlook, conscience is inex- 
orable. Nothing is so remorseless as re- 
morse. Sometimes the punishment of con- 
science is immediate. It was so in the 
case of Judas, who, as soon as he found 
out that Christ was to be delivered up to 


September, 1955 


3 ‘ 
FF 


death, came and flung the blood money 
down before the mocking priests. Their 
only remedy for the anguish of his soul 
was to say to him, ‘See thou to that.”’ 
That is all the world, which tempts a man 
to sin, can ever do for the man who has 
yielded to the temptation. “What is that 
to us? What do we care about your trou- 
bled conscience? See thou to that.” 

The reaction of conscience was imme- 
diate in the case of Peter, also, who, the 
moment he looked into the face of the 
amazed Saviour Who had heard his cnel 
denial, went out and wept bitterly. But 
sometimes conscience is chlorofomed 
and dulled by the occupations or pleas- 
ures of the world, and sometimes by the 
very temporary delight which men get 
out of their transgressions. But this only 
means that the punishments of conscience 
will be all the more intense and its ex- 
actions the more dreadful when’ con- 
science finally awakes. Conscience may 
sleep in prosperity, only to awake in the 
storm of adversity. Twenty years after he 
had basely cheated and wronged his 
brother, Jacob, now a prosperous man 
with wives and children and flocks and 
herds, was retuming from Mesopotamia to 
Canaan. Probably in the twenty years he 
had forgotten about his offence against 
Esau; at least the poignant recollection 
was gone. But suddenly everything was 
changed. Near the fords of the Jabbok he 
received amessage. ‘‘Behold thy brother, 
Esau cometh to meet thee, and six-hun- 
dred armed men with him.’’ Then the con- 
science of Jacob awoke and he feared, 
greatly. 

It is impossible for an evil-doer to get 
safely by the judgment seat of conscience. 
Some of you may have seen grim Alcazar 
Island, now the federal prison in San 
Francisco Bay. One day a group of pris- 
oners were being taken into the prison en- 
closure. They had all been searched at 
the receiving station. Then one by one, 
and with a considerable distance between 
them, they were marching past the little 
guard house and through the gates into 
the prison. Several had passed; but as 
one prisoner was walking in, an order 
rang out, “‘Halt!’’ The guards took the 
man into the guard house, and after care 
ful search drew out of his ear a minute 
saw. In the guard house was a powerful 
magnet, which by its vibrations disclos- 
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ed the presence of any bit of metal on a 
prisoner who yassed through the gates. 
So it is impossbile for the evil doer to 
pass successfully by the deep scrutiny 
of conscience. 

Conscience enslaves with fear and 
makes ‘‘cowards out of us all.’’ “The 
wicked flee when no man pursueth.’’ 
The slightest coincidence he may take 
to be the evidence that another has 
knowledge of his guilty secret. “The 
sound aie leaf shall chase them.’’ What 
could be greater than the unhappiness of 
a man who has sinned, and is not only 
punished for it in his own conscience, 
but is in constant fear of exposure? 

There is another fact about the punish- 
ments of conscience, which is often over- 
looked. I have had men tell me frankly 
that they could take no part in the work 
and activities of the church in whose 
message and mission they so earnestly 
believed, because of the rebuke andscof- 
fing of their own conscience. Why are 
there so many, many silent tongues in 
the church? So many interested, sympa- 
thetic, but inactive and silent spectators 
in this great battle between good and 
evil? Why so many deeply religious,pen- 
itent, and God-loving persons who take 
no part in the battle? Because when they 
attempt to do so, conscience, with its 
thunderous whisper commands them to 
be silent. The sin of yesterday lays its 
paralyzing hand upon them, and commands 
them to be still. Nothing could be sadder 
than these words that are never spoken, 
these noble deeds that are never done, 
because of the spectre of conscience. 

At last he shut the ponderous tome 
With a fast and fervent grasp. 

He strained the dusky covers close 
And fixed the brazen hasp. 

O God! could I so close my mind, 
And clasp it with a hasp. 


IN ETERNITY 

Sin has a wide empire in which to 
reign and do its work. It has the visible 
field of time. It has the invisible and 
mysterious kingdom of conscience. But 
it has also the endless cycles of eter- 
nity. Sin finds men out in eternity. The 
moral laws which are at work in this life 
certainly do not cease to operate in the 
life to come. If man is a moral being, and 
God conducts the affairs of the universe 
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in righteousness and in justice, then 
there is certainly nothing strange about 
the fact that sin findsmenout in eternity. 

The Third Commandment has a great 
reason annexed to it. ‘For the Lord will 
not hold him guiltless that taketh His 
name in vain.’’ This means that “how- 
ever the breakers of this Commandment 
may escape punishment from men, yet 
the Lord our God will not suffer them to 
escape His righteous judgment.’’ Sup- 
pose we grant, although it is contrary to 
the general law of experience, that a 


man’s sin should not find him out in time, 
that no one should know his guilty secret, 


that it should leave no mark in his body; 


and suppose we grant that his seared con- 


science does not awaken to arraign him 
before its bar; still he must reckon with 
the judgments of the life to come. Nothing 
could surpass in awe and solemnity the 
the pronouncement of punishment upon 
sin in the world to come. The most sol- 
emn of those pronouncements come from 
the lips of Christ, Himself. Men say that 
when He speaks of the worm that never 
dieth, and the fire that never goes out, 
He is using figures of speech. Of course 
He is. But what figures of speech they 
are! Metaphors which shake the soul! If 
the reality required that kind of a figure 
to express His meaning, then what must 
be that reality! ' 

The plain statement and the repeated 
statement of Christ,the Apostles, and the 
Scriptures, is that we shall all stand be- 
fore the Judgment Seat of God to give an 
account of our life here. Every thought, 
every deed, and the whole territory of 
our life will be uncovered and exposed 
in that judgment. As for punishments, we 
know that we can carry in our own breasts 


all the necessary agents. In our con- 


science and in our memory we have all. 


thenecessary equipment for future punish- 
ment. Think of what memory can do! 


What is this power 

That recollects the distant past, 

And makes this hour, 

Unlike the last, 

Pregnant with life, 

Calling across the deep 

To things that slumber, men that 
sleep? 

They rise by number and with 
stealthy tread, 


>= 
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Like a battalion’s tread 


Marshall our dead. 
This is the gift 


Men cannot bargain with nor shift, 
Which went with Dives 

Down to Hell, 

With Lazarus up to Heaven 

Which will not let us ere forget. 
The sins of years 

Though washed with tears, 
Whate’ er it be 

Men call it memory. 


What we have said is searching enough 
and solemn enough to make any man 


think seriously of any kind of sin. The 
Strong probability of its detection and 
exposure, the certainty of its disaster- 
ous effects upon character in this life, 
the certainty of the stings and pains 
which it would inflict through con- 
science, and the absolute certainty of 
its exposure and punishment in the life 
to come, -- all this is of a nature calcu 
lated to make men pray with a new and 
deep eamestness when they recite the 
Lord’s Prayer, “Lead us not into temp- 
tation, and deliver us from evil.’’ My 
soul, be on thy guard! 

But I would not be*giving the whole 
message of Christ, or the Gospel, or the 
Scriptures, did I conclude this sermon 
at this point Did I stop here, I might 
warm many, but others I might have plung 
ed into melancholy and unhappy reminis- 
cence. But, thank God, it is not neces- 
sary to stop here. Where sin has abound- 
ed, grace has much more abounded. If 
sin is the strongest, the darkest, the 
most terrible fact in life, it is matched 
by. another fact, a fact mightier and 
stronger, and that is the fact of God’s re- 
deeming love, that the blood of Jesus 
Christ cleanseth us from all sin. God has 
not dealt lightly with sin; but He sent 
the great Champion, His only Son, to meet 
it and conquer it in the fearful battle of 
Calvary. Henceforth, to them that repent 
and confess their sins and put their faith 
in Christ, there is no more condemnation 
for sin. As far as east is distant from 
the west, so far has He put your sin 


from you. ‘‘Though your sins be as scarlet, | 


they shall be as wool; though they be red 
like crimson, they shall be as white as 


snow.”’ 
: 


: 
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Does God Know 
YOU? 


S. EDWARD YOUNG 


Text: Deut, 34:10 - - - Moses whom the 
Lord knew face to face. 

—D:: God know you, where you live 
and what you are doing? That is to 
say, can we believe in a God as 

personal as that? 

The child asks, ‘‘If Sod made me, then 
who made God? That’s a good question. 
The literature of Babylon, written about 
the same time as the book of Genesis, 
does not answer that question, but it 
does describe a time before the gods ex- 
isted, ‘‘when none of the gods had yet 
been made; when all was primeval deep?’ 
to quote from that literature. 

The book of Genesis has a more tre- 
mendous opening chapter proclaiming 
that there was no time before God ex- 
isted, ‘In the beginning God .. .’’ 

Never accuse the Bible of timid con- 
victions, for after saying ‘In the begin- 
ning God... ”’ the Bible goes on tosay 
that this God knew Moses face to face. 
God is so personal that He knows a man 
face to face. God, you have made mil- 
lions of human beings, can you tell me 
what Moses looks like? Indeed Ican. I 
can give you the description of any man 
on earth, his nose, his chin, his figure 
and even his thoughts, for I am the God 
that knows man face to face. I am a God 
who is as personal as that. Never accuse 
the Bible of timid convictions. It haunts 
us and leaves us rubbing our eyes with 
its very daring. 

Can we believe in a personal God? 
That is more than an academic question, 


‘it is a desperate question in a day of 


atom bombs, business worries and family 
problems. Life is somehow easier if I 
know that God knows me and my prob- 
lems. 

Two men were discussing a famous 
person in contemporary life, and one said 
*T have met him, but it was at a big din- 
ner party of about five hundred guests. I 
was just one of a crowd who met him.”’ 
Is meeting God like that, meeting Him in 
a crowd at church, or can we sit alone 
with God and hear Him say, ‘‘Now, John, 
what’s on your mind?’’ : 


Page 305 


How we answer that question betrays 
the vitality of our Christian Faith. It is 
all well enough to meet God in a crowd. 
Sir Wilfred Grenfell found God in a crowd 
as he listened to Dwight L. Moody, and 
it changed his life, but meeting God in a 
crowd never gives the chance to say,‘‘O 
God here is my particular problem.’’ I re- 
member listening to a famous psycholo- 
gist address a large audience. | sat en- 
tranced-as he said the things that gave 
me new understanding and new courage, 
but I could hardly wait for him to get 
through so that [ could buttonhole him 
alone and seek his counsel on some per- 
sonal problem. Perhaps that is the func- 
tion of the church; to send people out its 
doors on a Sunday morning, having so 
listened to God in a crowd that they are 
fidgety to get with Him alone. The words 
**God and I, together’? have a majesty 
and a power about them that the words 
“God and we, together’’ do not have. 

That God and I can get together is 
fearfully important for the great battles 
of life-are often fought on the top of a 
lonely hill. Temptation doesn’t hit us 
in a crowd the way it does when we are 
alone. Worries don’t hit us in a crowd 
the way they do when we are alone. The 
great battles of life are often fought on 
the top of a lonely hill. That is when we 
most need God. Is it there that we best 
find Him? Then alone, we are not alone 
and we have achieved a religion that is 
alive and strong and vital. ‘‘The God-and- 
I-together’’ people have a power in their 
religion that the ‘‘God-and-we-together” 
people never have. 

So I would talk to the man whose spir- 
itual problem is not believing in God or 
catching the intimations of God in a 
crowd, but whose problem is to stand on 
the lonely hill of his problems and his 
fears and find God there. 

See, in the first place that you should 
not be discouraged if that is your spirit- 
ual problem. Some people .are born with 
a sensitivity to things of the spirit that 
other do not have. They are born with 
it even as some are born with an appre 
ciation of poetry and music and art. They 
are terrible at mathematics. They would 
never make a captain of industry, but at 
music they are geniuses. Others are bom 
with a gift to work with the practical. 
They are excellent captains of industry 
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and are left cold by poetry. Religion, too, 
knows its men of deeds and men of con- 
templation. Now and then one mms a- 
cross a mystic whose outstanding talent 
is to penetrate the beclouding veil that 
makes the face of God so dim to others. 
The man of deeds is often forced to cap- 
ture his sense of a personal God second 
hand. He listens to the mystic and says 
to himself, Ihave never had such an ex- 
perience of God, but this man has and 
I’ll trust Him. I'll not be like the King of 
Siam, long years ago, who had a Dutch 
ambassador in his court who one day re- 
marked that in his country the water be- 
came so hard in winter that men could 
walk on it. The king flew into a rage. 
He was not prepared to credit so mon- 
strous a falsehood. He, the king, had 
never seen such a thing. Therefore it was 
ridiculous. But of course it was not ri- 
diculous. Personal experience is always 
fragmentary and often we must believe 
something on another’s say-so.So a prac- 
tical man takes the mystic’s word for 
something he, himself, has never ex per- 
ienced. 

To be sure much of ourChristian faith 
would fall apart if we did not believe in 
a personal God. The Lord’s Prayer would 
fall apart. ‘“‘Our Father...’’ What kind of 
a father is he who docs not know his 
child’s name and problems? Many of the 
parables of Jesus would fall apart, the 
shepherd seeking the sheep that was 
lost, the father waiting the retum of his 
prodigal son and seeing him coming while 
he was yet a great way off. 

How much of our faith would fall a- 
part did we not believe in a God who 
knows you and me, face to face! 

Come further then and see that some 
things may stand between us and aper- 
sonal relationship with God, Are we hum- 
ble enough to find Him? Maybe we think 
too well of ourselves, like the maid, who 
when asked for reference replied, oT did- 
n’t bring them with me. Like my pictures, 
they never do me justice.” There is a 
great gate bteween man and God. It is | 
called the humble gate. To pass through — 
it a man must confess that he isn’t such _ 
a great fellow after all, self-made and 
self-sufficient and quite the righteous 
man. Alcoholics Anonymous will not~ 
work with an alcoholic until he adoial 
to himself that he needs outside help. 
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hat is the first step in conquering 
tunkenness, and it is the hardest. | 
ave seen so many men shaken and de- 
troyed by alcohol look at me with a 
leary eye and say, “If I wantedto I 
ould conquer this thing by myself,” 
ad you know they cannot. Here is a man 
ho could be saved if only he would 
dmit that he cannot save himself. But 
© won’t, so the man from Alcoholics 
alks away. God works like Alcoholics 
monymous. He will walk with a man 
own life’s road only if that man admits 
» himself that he needs God’s help to 
e the man God intended him to be - the 
hristian for whom Christ died. ‘‘The 
ord is nigh unto them of a contrite 
eart,’’ but He is very far away from the 
el f-righteous. 

There is a legend about Adam that 
ays that Adam once dreamed he was a 
eraph. That is one of those angelic be- 
igs represented in Isaiah as having 
fee wings. A seraph is a child-angel. 
hen he woke up to find an angel at 
is side who told him that he was still 
man. ‘‘But,’’ said the angel, ‘‘within 
1ee dwells a seraph. Yet he soareth on- 
, as thou dost learn to bend the knee.’’ 
ye, it is on the knee of humility that 
1e spirit of a man soareth into the pres- 
ace of God while the proud of heart 
iss Him altogether. Are you humble 
nough to meet God on the top of your 
ynely hill? 

Again, one experiences a sense of 
od’s closeness to him only if he sur- 
nders himself to God’s will. James and 
thn once said to Jesus, ‘“‘Teacher, we 
ant You to do for us whatever we ask 
f You.’’ This is the final form of un- 
iswered prayer. It was sincere, it was 
amest, but it was wrong. How many 
‘ay like that! God we want you to do 
rus whatever we ask of You! Then 
lks wonder why they rise from their 
1ees feeling that they have been merely 
Iking to themselves, and meeting their 
nister on the street they say ina puz 
ed voice, ‘I don’t get anything out of 
ayer. I can find God in church, but not 
-home.’’ ss 
Let them try a different prayer, “Not 
, will but thine be done.’’ The Chi- 
se version of the verse, “If any man 
ll come after me, let him deny him- 
f? is “let him fling himself away. 
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If any man wants to find God, let him 
fling himself away. I don’t know all the 
reasons why that is the formula for find- 
ing God, but it is. One has to love God 
not only with the top of his mind, but 
from the bottom of his heart, so love God 
that for God’s sake he will fling himself 
away. 

If you are not willing to do that, then 
do not say that God is not personal. Just 
say to yourself, “I don’t wish to find a 
personal God, the cost is too great.’’ 

Al Ghazzali, the Moslem mystic, has 
a sentence that cuts like a knife. ‘‘If 
you are never alone with God, it is not 
because you are too busy, it is because 
you don’t like Him, and you had better 
face the facts.”’ 

At a great meeting in Manchester, Eng- 
land, Dr. G.Campbell Morgan showed on 
the screen Holman Hunt’s painting, ‘‘The 
Light of the World,’’ showing Christ 
knocking on the closed door of a house. 
A boy in the audience whispered to his 
father, ‘‘Why don’t they let Him in?’’ The 
father replied, ‘‘I suppose they do not 
want to.’’ ‘It can’t be thut,’’ the buy 
said, “any one would want to let Him 
in.’’? But the boy was wrong. He, perhaps, 
did not realize what Christ was asking 
for-when He stood knocking. He isn’t 
after ameal, Almost anybody would give 
Christ, or a brother of Christ, a meal. 
That is why people support Community 
Chest drives, But Christ isn’t looking for 
a meal, or a bed for the night. He wants 
us. He wants us to fling away ourselves 
in loyalty to Him. So we keep Him out- 
side the door and write a little statement 
of faith that begins, “I do not believe in 
a personal God.’’ And even as we are 
writing it, some One outside keeps on 
knocking. 

Remember Henry Van Dyke’s story, 
"The Lost Word.’’ In the Grove of Daph- 
ine, Hermas, A Christian meets the 
priest ot Apollo named Marcion and Mar- 
cion offers Hermas wealth, pleasure, and 
fame, if he can take one word, the word 
of God out of Hermas’ heart and mind, 
and life. Hermas agrees and acquires 
wealth and worldly pleasure and fame, 
but when he comes to comfort his dying 
father, he is bewildered. “Father,’’ he 
says, ‘‘you must believe with all your 
heart and soul and strength in ...’’ What 
was the word, the word he used to utter 
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night and morning! He groped for it, but 
it was lost, and his father died without 
hearing it. Then came a personal mis- 
fortune. His child fell out of a chariot in 
which he had been riding with his father, 
and was badly hurt. Now Hermas wanted 


to pray, pray as he had never prayed be-. 


fore. But he had lost the word that could 
have brought hope. He did not need to 
hear his friend, John the Presbyter, tell 
him, “My son...the word with which you 
parted So lightly, is the key word of all 
life. Without it the world has no meaning; 
existence no peace, and death no refuge. 
It is the word that...keeps hope alive for- 
ever. It is the word God.”’ 

Such is Van Dyke's story of the lost 
word, For many the word God is not lost- 
just the sense of His presence, and yet 
the sense of His near presence is the 
key to life. Without it the world has no 
depth, no peace, no power. To feel that 
presence is worth anything a man may 
give in exchange - wealth, pleasure, 
fame. It is worth being humble, and fling- 
ing one’s self away. What is more tremen- 
dous than to get out of the cave of un- 
belief into the sunshine of God’s pres 
ence, face to face! 


The Inner Flame 
WM. GODDARD SHERMAN 


S your house on fire? This is not to 

be interpreted in the literal sense of 

being consumed by flames, but rather 
being consumed with devotion to God 
which grows out of the altar-fires of 
faith. 

Our homes must be converted or they 
will collapse. More is involved than the 
individuals within the four walls. The 
family is the basic unit of American 
society, and therefore takes on a nation- 
al aspect. When our homes are weak, 
our national structure is in danger. 

I have been delving into portions of 
Gibbon’s Decline and Fall of the Roman 
Empire. I found that the author lists 
four causes for the fall of Rome, one of 
which was domestic friction and the 
breakup of Roman home life. 

Against that background look at the 
condition of America today. One out of 
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every three marriages in our nation end: 
in divorce, and at the present rate of in 
crease it will soon be one out of every 
two. No superhuman ability in logic i: 
needed to discover that when the foun: 
dation of a building is destroyed the 
whole structure collapses. If the home 
is the foundation of society, and the 
home is destroyed, the society itself 
cannot endure. 

The weakness in so much of our home 
life lies in the fact that no spiritual val 
ues are included. It is unendingly true 
“the family that prays together stays 
together.’’ It is just as true that the 
families which are not praying together 
are not staying together. God will bless 
that home which invites Him in, but He 
can do little when the doors are shut a- 
gainst Him. 

Too many homes are built upon the 
sensuality and materialism of our age 
They must be built upon a more solid 
foundation than a ‘“‘can opener, a card 
table, and a cock-tail shaker,’’ to use 
the words of Pierce Harris. When these 
things create the atmosphere in which 
our children are reared, it is small won- 
der that delinquency increases so alarm- 
ingly. We are reaping the harvest of this 
sowing in our nation today. J. Edgar 
Hoover has pointed out that crime has 
increased 26 percent in the past five 
years, mostly among persons under 18 
years of age! 

Before we sit back and shake our 
heads and moan, ‘‘What’s gotten into 
our kids today?’’ we ought to recognize 
this fact: the homes we have created are 
responsible for their conduct. American 
home life is disintegrating, and it is be 
ing reflected inevitably in our national 
ife. 

The God of Christian people is a lov- 
ing Father Who has an abiding concem 
for the home life of His people. We do 
Him an injustice when we relegate Him 
to some distant cosmic comer and sug- 
gest that He is indifferent to our every- 
day affairs. His concern for the homeis 
reflected in the life of His Son. Read 
the Gospels and note how frequently - 
Jesus was intimately associated with 
the family affairs of His friends. E 

In the first place He came upon th 
human scene in the form of an infant. 
and grew to be a normal boy. Neithe 
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ucred nor secular history records much 
fus in regard to these formative years, 
}t we can be certain that the home was 
€ means of His greatest preparation. It 
‘as so with every Hebrew lad. The Law 
Moses was the focal point of every 
>brew life. In nearly every Palestinian 
me young children were taught to re 
ire the God Who chose them as His 
ople and who gave them His law as a 
mstant guide. 
The affairs of the home were always 
ar to the heart of Jesus. His first mir 
le was at a wedding feast which He 
ormed with His presence. He visited 
quently at the homes of so many of 
S acquaintances that He was often ac- 
sed of eating with sinners. And we 
> familiar with the fact that He spent 
ay of His leisure hours in the home 
Mary, Martha and Lazarus. 
[The Christian religion more than any 
ier has concemed itself with the home- 
e of its people. It is only Christianity 
ich has taken a little child and placed 
at the center, and then said to the 
rid, ‘Unless you become as this little 
>, coming in simplicity of faith, you 
mot see the Kingdom.’’ And certainly 
y Christianity has taken a Child as 
means of revealing God. If God is so 
foundly concemed about our home life 
rely we ought to recognize the neces- 
y of including Him in our family circle. 
Zacchaeus, the Publican, gives us an 
umple of today’s basic need: a home 
verted to Christ. Here was aman who 
s despised by his acquaintances, for 
was a tax-collector. Oddly enough, his 
1e means “innocent,’’ but certainly 
s man’s character was not an adequate 
ection of his name. One does not mean 
t a tax collector is of necessity aman 
bad character, but apparently Zac- 
4eus was such aman. 
Ine day Jesus passed through the vil- 
e. Zacchaeus wanted to see this con- 
yersial figure, but being a man small 
stature, it was impossible for him to 
. if he stood up with the crowd. So it 
rue for us as well, if we are stan ding 
3 the crowd, sharing in the sins of 
jety, we cannot see the glory of the 
ist and know Him in saving power. 
0 Zacchaeus climbed a tree and from 
F higher point of vantage he could 
ch a glimpse of this Jesus of Naza- 
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reth as He walked by. We can imagine 
that even with this preparation which he 
made to satisfy his curiosity, Zacchaeus 
was not prepared for the sudden turn of 
events. As Jesus passed beneath the 
Sycamore tree where the publican was 
perched, He stopped, looked up into the 
tree and addressed him by name, ‘'Zac- 
chaeus, make haste and come down, for 
[ must abide at thy house.”’ 

The glorious part of the story is that 
Jesus was taken into that household, and 
the home of Zacchaeus was transformed. 
They received Him joyfully, not reluctant- 
ly nor against their better judgment. They 
were searching for something, and they 
discovered that Christ was the answer to 
their search. 

It is indeed a cause for joy when Christ 
comes into a home in transforming power. The 
Christian religion is not morbid nor mo 
rose; to be a Christian you do not need 
to sacrifice laughter. When you become a 
Christian you learn how to laugh! Where 
did we ever get the idea that to bea 
follower of Christ we must be an old 
fuddy-duddy with a holier-than-thou at- 
titude, and wear a long, frozen and fear- 
ful countenance? Christianity was herald- 
ed by the singing of angels, and their 
song was a song of joy! 

When Jesus comes into our homes it 
is the start of a new experience. Christ 
promised salvation to that house of Zac- 
chaeus and it became a home on fire for 
God. This is the crying need of this hour 
in American homes. We desperately need 
to rekindle the fires of faith and devotion 
so that our homes will be on fire for Him. 

A few years ago the famed surgeon, Dr. 
Charles Mayo, visited the home of a prom- 
inent socialite. During the evening the 
woman said to him, ‘‘Dr. Mayo, I am very 
unhappy. I have two teen-age children, 
but I-have no idea where they are to- 
night,’’ 

Dr. Mayo’s answer to her was blunt. He 
said, ‘‘You invited me here tonight as 
your guest. You served three kinds of 
liquor. Do you suppose that has anything 
to do with the attitude of yourchildren?’’ | 

The woman replied, ‘‘But everybody in 
our social set drinks.’’ To which the 
doctor responded, “‘You have been more 
concerned with keeping up with your © 
crowd than with the spiritual welfare of 
your children.’’ 
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Is your house on fire? Is it dedicated 
to God so that those within your family 
circle are finding spiritual values which 
prepare them to face life victoriously, 
and their Maker unashamed? 


Conversion 
JOHN H, JOHANSEN 


Text: Acts 8:19 - Repent ye and be con- 
verted, 

HERE has been no word more de- 
[  stisea, in worldly society, and 

none that in certain circles of liter- 
ature has been so laughed at, as the 
word ‘‘Conversion.’’ And yet Conversion 
states one of the most profound exper- 
iences of the soul, and affords one of 
the most convincing evidences of an un- 
seen world encompassing us, and of a 
God who is bending over us and working 
in the midst of human life. 

The word ‘‘New’’ runs almost as a re- 
frain through the Gospels and Epistles. 
We speak of the Bible as composed of 
the Old and the ‘‘New’’ Testaments, the 
latter meaning a new covenant, a new 
relationship between God and man. Jesus 
spoke of His blood as the seal and sign 
of a ‘‘new’’ covenant and declared, ‘‘a 
new covenant I give unto you.”’ 

At a later stage Paul reiterated this 
thought and proclaimed that one entering 
into such covenant relationship became 
a “new man,’’ a ‘‘new creature.’’ The 
writer of Hebrews speaks of a ‘‘new and 
living way.’’ In Second Peter we read of 
“‘new heavens’’ and a ‘‘new earth,’’ 
while the Seer of Revelations describes 
“new Jerusalem’’ and talks of the 
“nev ’? and a “new song,’’ bring- 
ing all toa climax in the great utterance, 
*‘Behold I make all things new.’’ 

This word ‘new’’ therefore is at the 
heart of the gospel, and consequently is 
of the very essence of all that is con- 
tained in the idea of Conversion. And 
with James Strachan we may say that 
“‘the Bible is the drama of the conver- 
sion of the world, of the turning, or rath- 
er the return of man to God.’’ Conversion 
signifies a new relationship, a changed 
condition of heart and life, an enlarged 
sense of responsibility toward God, a 
true conception of the place and claim of 
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Jesus Christ in the life, an increase 
understanding of the importance of th 
re-adjustment of all purpose and inter 
est in the direction of things spiritual 
Conversion is central in the teachings in 
the New.Testament and at great peril 
both to ourselves and to those to whon 
we direct our message, shall we let i 
drop from our Christian appeal and vo: 
cabulary. 

Think first of the Mode of Conver sior 
Though it is an experience that is bot 
real and vital in the soul’s relation tc 
God, it is at the same time an experi 
ence that we cannot sterotype or com- 
press within the limits of a single mold 
To try to do so is to repudiate the idea 
of variety in the method of the Divine 
working and to reduce the activities o1 
God to the mechanical operations of a1 
automaton. 

The spirit of God moves along line: 
other than these. As winter changes int¢ 
spring, and spring into summer, thoug] 
we cannot determine the axact moment o 
change, so with Conversion. It may b 
permitted to argue that there is a definit 
point where the soul surrenders to th 
call and love of God, but to state pre 
cisely when or where is often impossible 
**The wind bloweth where it listeth, an 
thou canst not tell whence it cometh, o 
whither it goeth, so is everyone that i 
born of the Spirit.’’ (John 3:8) 

Conversion can and may take the form 
of a sudden and drastic change in life’s 
course, for we know of too many such 
experiences to attempt to deny the ver- 
acity of them. St. Paul, Augustine, Mar- 
tin Luther, John Newton, John Bunyan, 
Charles H. Spurgeon, and many others 
provide us with spectacular examples of 
Christian Conversion. But, on the other 
hand, we misunderstand the nature of 
Conversion and the process of the Divin 
working completely when we try to in- 
Sist, as on occasion many do, that all 
ea must be of Paul’s or similar 

ind. 


That brings us to the point that Con- 


~ version is a real and definite experience. 


If neither mode nor moment can be statec 
specifically, the experience may, and in 
deed must be none the less real and ef 
fective. As the normal action of the flow 
er is to turn and open to the sun, so the 
life will come to learn that its healt 
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and spiritual existence depend complete- 
ly upon God. 

Conversion is the act of centering ev- 
erything upon God as He is revealed in 
Jesus Christ, and the surrender of life 
with all its varied concerns and inter- 
ests to Him. It is the yielding of all to 
the gracious authority of the Divine love. 
Thus life becomes something really and 
vitally ‘‘new.’’ Old affections, past in- 
terests and habits, where such have been 
at varience with the law of Christ, mean and 
sordid desires are set aside and the soul 
seeks its power and vitality in willing sur- 
render to the One it has come to recognize 
as alone competent to achieve for its highest 
destiny. That is at once the central and ab- 
solutely essential thing, and without it no 
claim that Conversion has taken place can be 
made; but where such an attitude of spirit is 
revealed, there we have ample justification 
for saying that Conversion has been effected. 

And so it must be said that Conversion is 
progressive. Or as Harold Begbie’s Angel Adj- 
utant puts it:‘‘Conversion is a long road.” 
It is more the attitude of life than the act of 
a moment. The converted life must be the 
life in which there are not wanting evidences 
of growth and development; no soul truly 
touched by the power of God can remain dor- 
mant. 

Perhaps it is at this point that many with- 
in the borders of the Christian Church have 
failed. They have the idea that Conversion 
is all that is needed and that once that has 
been achieved there is little else remaining 
to be done so far as their own spiritual exper- 
tence is concerned. But when we do see ev- 
idences of a dormant state of spiritual ex- 
istence in any individual, we surely have a 
right to question the reality of his Conver- 
sion. And it would almost seem, so far as 
some Christians are concerned, as if in the 
intervening years since their Conversion God 
has done little for them and they have been 
sustained only by the memory of this experi- 
ence. ‘‘Except ye be converted, and become 
as little children,’ means that we must real- 
ize that we have so much to learn that we 
must be willing to be led and to grow daily 
in knowledge and in grace even as a little 
child grows and learns. It is not all plain 
sailing after that first experience. It was 
long after his Conversion on the Damascus 
Road that Paul wrote, ‘The good that I would, 
that I do not, and the evil that I would not, 
that I do.’’ And how often this same Apostle 
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speaks of the Christian life in terms of a rac 
or a fight, always in terms of conflict, o 
pressing on toward the goal. 

Conversion does not end the struggle ot 
the earth; it begins it with flying colors and i 
full seriousness. The Christian life is a cor 
stant battle, a turning to God anew every da 
for strength, a dedication of our will to Hit 
as the sun rises every morning. 

As the physical life grows from infancy. 
through adolescense, to manhood or woman 
hood, and as the flower develops under th« 
beneficent influence of the sun, so spiritua 
advance must take place in the one whosé 
life is surrendered to the controlling and don 
inating power of the Lord Jesus Christ. Suc 
is not the abnormal, but the natural order « 
things. Paul realized that this aspect of Chri 
tian experience was by no manner of mean 
an easy one, for he exhorted some to whom f 
wrote to ‘work out your own salvation witl 
fear and trembling’’ - words which sugge: 
the presence of the labor and striving tt 
Christian type of living entails; yet he wa 
equally eager to add: “‘for it is God whic 
worketh in you both to will and to work, fo 
His good pleasure. ”’ . 

Therein lies the secret. Though the task i: 
not an easy one, it is necessary and b 
no means an impossible one. Where the Spir. 
of God is truly at work, it must be that wa 
grow- - ‘‘grow in grace and knowledge of ou 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.’’ 

If this is not happening, then in very trut 
there must be something amiss, and befor 
God we need to examine ourselves that ther 
may be discovered to our understanding wh 
is preventing the full realization of the 
great work that at one time we confessed ha 
begun in our heart. “Therefore if any man | 
in Christ, he is a new creature: old things a 


passed away, behold, all things are becom 
new.”’ 


I will place no value on anything 
I may possess except in relation 
to the kingdom of Christ. If any- 
thing I have will advance the in- 
terests of that Kingdom, it shall — 
be given away or kept, only as by 
giving or keeping it I may promote — 
the glory of Him to whom I owe all — 
my hopes in time and eternity. 
--David Livingstone : 
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HLLUSTRATIONS 


1AT DOES RUINED MEAN 


‘xt: Matt. 18:5 - Whosoever shall re- 
ceive one of such children in my 
name receiveth Me, 

‘A business man had a curious little 

arm on his watch-chain. Business 

ends joked him about it for it was only 
ittle copper penny, but bright because 

its frequent polishings. It was but a 

any although its owner would not have 

Idit for athousand dollars. 

“I had lost every cent I had in the 

tid, almost,’’ he said with tears in 

s eyes, ‘‘and there at my desk with my 

ad on my arms, I was thinking of a 

ssible way out, when my little girl 

me to me and asked a question, “What 

es ruined mean, papa?’’ and then I 

alized that I had been moaning loud 

ough to be heard and understood by 
ae 

“What doeS mined mean? It means, I 

lied that I haven’t any money left.”’ 

‘apa is a poor man?’’ The little feet 

tered away, and back again, and here 

my watch-chain is what she gave me. 

t a great fortune to be sure, but it was 

> foundation for one. Whatever I’ve got 

ce came from it because it gave me 
lrage.”’ 


LFISHNESS AFTER ALL 


<t: [Peter 5:5 - Gird yourselves with 
humility to serve one another. 

[he small boy was drawing his still 
aller companion along the walk in his 
gon. He looked up with a beaming face 
en the watchful eye of his mother was 
*n at the door. iy 
‘I’m trying to make Fanny happy, 

said. But a little later as the mother 
-ched from a window, it seemed to her 
t the boy’s effort, however commend- 
e, was not highly successful. Little 
nny seemed afraid to ride and was in- 
ned to get out of the wagon and pull 
herself. Bobbie stoutly resisted such 
nove. ‘‘She doesn’t like to ride in the 
gon,’’ called the mother. ‘‘You must 
her be the horse if you want to make 


happy.” 
| ember, 1955 
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LUTHER 
By Rudolf Thie! 


A startling and unique biography 
of Luther that tears away tie 
legendary additions of the cen- 
turies and presents the real Luther 
and the faith that shattered the 
Middle Ages. 


A Basic History of 


LUTHERANISM in AMERICA 
By Abdel Ross Wentz 


A striking presentation of the 
historical facts surrounding the 
Lutheran Church and its people 
in America. An enlarged revision 
of Dr. Wentz’s earlier work in 
this field. $5.00 


ETHICS OF DECISION 


By George W. Forell 


A clear, deep look into the 
Christian life. Is man free to choose 
the good life? Is he really captain 
of his soul? Is it instinct, oppor- 
tunity or history—or Christian 
faith which helps him make his 
decisions? Find the answers in 
this important book. $2.50 


FOR TODAY 
By D. T. Niles 


A_ new book of daily devotions. 
FOR TODAY is a helpful series 
of daily Bible studies for the whole 
year. Reveals Jesus in the context 
of the whole Bible and in the 
historical perspective of man’s 
religious experience. $2.00 


at all bookstores 
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“But I want to draw it myself,’’ reé 
plied the boy, “I want to make her happ 
doing the things I like to do.”’ 

Poor Bobbie. It was selfishness afte 
all. And this same spirit lies at the roc 
of much that we older ones like to cal 
kindness to others. 


THE GATE OF HEAVEN 


Text: Matt. 5:43 - Thou shalt love th 
neighbor as thyself. 

An eastern legend said that the gate o 
heaven was narrow, and one man, walkin 
alone could not pass through it; two me! 
walking side by side, one of whom ha 
helped the other, found easy entrance; 
and when ten men came, who had serve 
one another in love, they found the gat 
so wide that they saw no post on eithe 
side. 


TESTING HIS CONVERSION 


Text: Matt. 5:43 - Thou shalt love thy 
neighbor as thyself. 

One of D.L.Moody’s favorite stories 
is about a converted miser to whom a 
neighbor appealed for help. The miser de 
cided to prove the genuineness of his 
conversion by giving him a ham. On hi: 
way to get it the tempter whispered, ‘Giv: 
him the smallest one you have.’’ A men 
tal struggle ensued and finally the mise 
took down the largest ham he had. “You 
are a fool,’’ the devil said, and the farm: 
er replied, ‘‘If you don’t keep still, ll 
give him every ham in my smoke house.’ 


ANSWERED PRAYER 


Text: Matt. 7:7 - Ask and it shall be giv 
en you, seek and ye shall find. 
knock and it shall be opened unt 
you. 

One week, a few years ago, I could no 
fix upon a text for the subject of the fol: 
lowing Sunday morning sermon. While a 
tea, however, a verse from Psalm 14 
came forcibly to mind and opened up t 
me most wonderfully. I hastened to my 
study and made notes, lest the thoughts 
given me should vanish. i 

On Sunday morning I preached fron 
that verse. At the close of the service « 
woman approached me and proffering he: 
hand, said, ‘‘I am a stranger, sir, having 
been in this town only three days. Yes: 


~ 
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Well Begun tA Half Doue 


Monsieur Dior and his brethren are not the 
only group interested in the New Look. The 
modern world changes so rapidly that “new 
looks” appear almost daily. Clergymen and 
seminarians ought to be aware of the changes 
which have taken place recently in their finan- 
cial status. Social Security has altered the 
picture and the minister of the future will 
have a chance to have a future. It is, however, 
mandatory for the clergyman to provide pro- 
tection for his family during the intervening 
years between now and retirement and thus 
complete his security program. 

Intelligent clergymen will do well to take a 
good look at the “new look.” Young ministers 
would be wise to survey the changing ‘scene 
with care. Well begun is half-done! 

The Presbyterian Ministers’ Fund will cheer- 
fully assist you in adjusting yourself to this 
“new look.” All you have to do is write to: 


PRESBYTERIAN MINISTERS’ 


FUND 


Rittenhouse Square, Philadelphia 3, Pa. 
1717 — Two hundred Thirty-eight Years — 1955 


terday I was in great trouble and went to 
ny room and opened my Bible upon the 
‘ery Psalm from which you took your text 
his morning. I knelt and read the Psalm, 
nd when I came to the last verse, I 
leaded with God respecting the terrible 
anxiety that was burdening my heart. 
[Then I said, ‘‘O Lord, if Thou wilt per- 
lit me to hear a sermon in the moming 
rom the last verse of this Psalm, I will 
>elieve that Thou wilt undertake for 
ne.’’ I hardly knew what I said. How 
pod God is! By inquiry I found that the 
npression came to me at the very mo- 
lent the woman was praying. 
Herbert J. Crouch, London 


HE OTHER ROOM 


‘ext: Mark 14:15 - And he will show you 
a large upper room furnished and 
prepared: there make ready for us. 

A sick man tumed to his physician as 

e was leaving the bedside, saying: 

Doctor I want to ask you a question.’’ 

Am I going to get well?” 

The doctor hesitated a moment and 

iid, ‘“You may recover again, but a sec- 

id or third attack is pretty sure to prove 
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fatal.’’ 

The patient caught the doctor’s sleeve 
saying, ‘‘I am afraid to die. Tell me, 
what lies on the other side?’’ 

The doctor said he did not know. 

“You don’t know? You, a Christian, do 
not know what is on the other side?’’ 

The doctor hesitated a moment, then 
he opened the door on which they had 
both heard scratching, and in dashed a 
dog, leaping toward him with- every show 
of gladness. The doctor tumed to his 
patient, saying, “Did you see that? The 
do g has never been in this room, he knew 
nothing about the house or the room, 
other than that his master was in the 
room. He knew only that the open door 
meant that he could come, through it, in- 
to his master’s presence and that was the 
one purpose of his coming, his scratch- 
ing - the joy of entering into the presence 
of his loved master.”’ 

**T know little about what is on the 
other side of this life, but this one thing 
- -Jesus Christ is there. That is enough 
for me, and when the door opens to me, 
I sha!l pass through it with no fear, be- 
cause I know He is there and has made 
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Ail Organizations 
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For storing Folding Tables and Chairs 
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THE “Monroe. COMPANY 
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a place for me. I need nothing more.’’ 


BUYING EXPERIENCE 
Text: Matt. 8:19 - I will follow Thee 


whithersoever thou goest. 

“IT would give the world to have your 
experience,’ said a wealthy man to a de- 
voted Christian woman. ‘‘That is just 

P ” . Oi 
what it cost me,’’ she said, I gave the 
world for it.’’ 


YOU AND I 


Text: Psa. 122:3 - They shall prosper 
that love Thee. 
Matt. 23:37 - O Jerusalem, Jerusa 
lem, how often would I have gath- 
ered thy children together . .. 
Blucher, who helped at Waterloo, was 
invited by the old hero, Wellington, to 
London. Wellington wanted to show him 
the city and took him up into the dome 
of St. Paul's. Blucher looked at the great 
city in thoughtful, calulating manner. 
Wellington asked, ‘Well, what do you 
think of our city?’’ The look of ten gen- 
erations of heathen warriors rose up in 
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Blucher’s face as he said, ‘‘What a city 
for pillage!’’ 

Another man, looking on another great 
city, tears rolling from His face, cried, 
“Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest 
the prophets, and stonest them that are 
sent unto thee, how often would I have 
gathered thy children together. . .’’ 

What is a city to you? What is a city 
to me? A place of pillage, of profit at the 
cost of your neighbors, of gaity, lax moral 
codes, bars, sex, loose spending? Or, is 
a city a place of souls needing leader- 
ship to find the way to His feet?-a throng 
of people having to earn their daily bread. 
clothing and shelter,but whose minds are 
searching for Divine help in an effort to 
understand the meaning of life? 

What is a city toyou? to me? This is 
a question every individual must answer 
for himself or herself, and our individual 
understanding of Christian Stewardship in 
every area of life, will spell the answer. 
“Go and tell! Give! Love your neighbor 
as yourself.’” Our individual answers in 
word and deed, to these commands of Je 
sus to His followers, is the test. 

--G.L. Goodell 


REMEMBER... 

When you come to the Red Sea place in your 
life, where in spite of all you can do, there 
is no way back, there is no way ’round, there 
is no other way but through —- 


Then trust the Lord with a faith supreme, till 
the night and the storm are gone. He will 
still the winds; He will part the waves, when 
He says to your soul, “&o on!”’ 


PEACE 


(From page 297) 

prayerfully: should Christian citizens sup- 
port capital punishment? Whar is the Christ 
like attitude toward a kidnapper? When the 
will of God prevails fully on this earth, will 
there be a traffic in intoxicating liquor? How 
much raceprejudice and discrimination is 
proper for a Christian? Should citizens of a 
democracy seek national defense through 
the threat of massive retaliation with atomic 
and hydrogen weapons? How much money is 
a Christian entitled to, so long as he stays 
within the law? How much higher should be 
the Christian standard of living in the United 
States than in the Orient? . 


Thy will be done, O God, % 
In my life, and in society. 4 
Kirby Pass 


The Expositor 


AKE TIME TO THINK 


We in America have been concerned 
'£ some years with the lot of the under- 
rivileged people throughout the world. 
ut we have yet to do anything for one 
‘ the most underprivileged people of all, 
irselves. 

We have more food than we can eat. 
e have more money, per person, than 
aywhere else in the world; with 6% of 
'€ population we hold 80% of the wealth. 
We have everything we need, in fact, 
<cept the most important thing of all -- 
me to think and the habit of thought. 
Thought is the basic energy in human 
Story. Civilization is put together not 
r machines but by thought. Similarly, 
an’s uniqueness is represented not by 
s ability to make objects, but to sort 
id relate them. 

Consider where we in America stand 
day. We have been told and we have 
Id ourselves that we have a responsi- 
lity to lead. Ve are asked to keep free 
ym alive; we are asked to find some 
ay to prevent a war that would inciner- 
e one billion or more human beings and 
ist and deform the rest. It is not a sim- 
e task. 

Next question: Does anyone have time 
think? Does the President have timeto 
ink? The daily calendar of an American 
‘esident not only excludes sustained 
ought but creates the kind of staccato 
ngling pattern of mental activity that 
ads to a demand for surcease rather 
an study. 

If the President has no time to think, 
en who? Almost everyone in Washington 
spending so much time being strateg- 
al that almost no one is being histori- 
1. There are so many movers and shak- 
s that there is hardly any room for 
inkers. 

The paradox,of course, is that we are 
sy doing nothing. Never before has so 
ich leisure time been available to so 
ny. Leisure hours now exceed working 
urs. 

The real question, however, concerns 
t the time or lack of it we provide for 
sight, but the value we place upon 
ight. What standing does thoughtful- 
ss enjoy in the community at large? | 
We ask the world’s people to spurn the 
of communism, and we back up this 
vice with the offer of guns, but what 
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permits an im- 
eld in 


revolutionary idea do we ourselves es- 
pouse? 

This nation of ours will not reproduce 
itself automatically. The meaning and 
wonder of it will not be sustained by 
momentum alone. We shall have to find a 
proper place for thought. 

There is no point in passing the buck 
or looking for guilty parties. We got 
where we are because of the busy man 


in the mirror. From the Saturday Review 


Why will preachers preach ‘‘baptism for 
the remission of sins,’’ and never men- 
tion it when they baptize? 
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THE INTERPRETER’S BIBLE, Abingdon. 
A commentary of Philippians, Colossians, 
Thessalonians, Timothy, Philemon, Titus 
and Hebrews. Volume No. 11. 763 pp. $8.75. 

The introduction to each of these books 
gives a thorough background. A scholar’s ex- 
egesis explains all that is known about the 
origin and original pa each passage. 
An outstanding preacher’s Exposition applies 
the truth in each passage to life pode 

Christians across the ages have cherished 
these letters for their vigorous presentation 
of the sureness of the Christian joy, the validity 
of Christ’s gospel, and the nearness of the 
Christ. Here are closer insights into the Paul- 
ine career and the Pauline tradition. The ad- 
monishments and advice to the early Chris- 
tians and their leaders remain _ strictly sig- 
nificant to our time today. 

Writers of Volume !1 are: John W. Bailey, 
Baptist Divinity School, Berkeley, California, 
Francis W. Beare, Trinity College, Toronto, 
James W.Clarke, Second Presbyterian Church, 
St. Louis, J.Harvey Cotton, Wabash College, 
Crawfordsville, iidiene Fred D.Gealy, Per- 
kins School of Theology, Dallas, G. Preston 
Macleod, Knox United Ciaetp Calgary, Morgan 
P. Noyes, Central Presbyterian Church, Mont- 
clair, N.J., Alexander C. Purdy, Hartford 
Theological Seminary, Ernest F. Scott, Union 
Theological Seminary, Robert R. Wicks, 
Princeton University, George A. Buttrick, 
Harvard University and editor-in-chief of THE 
INTERPRETER’S BIBLE, and John Knox, 
Union Theological Seminary and one of the 


six editors of THE INTERPRETER’S BIBLE. 


INSIDE BUCHMANISM. Geoffrey Williamson. 
Philosophical Library. 227 pp. 

If everyone would agree to behave decent- 
ly, all troubles, domestic, industrial, nation- 
al and international would melt away. Change 
yourself and then start changing others, and 
in an unspecified number of years, presum- 
ably, the world will be peo led by perfect 
beings. This, says Geoffrey Willianson, prom- 
inent British journalist, is the message of 
the Oxford Group, alias Moral Re-Armament, 
headed by its founder, oracle and prophet, 
Dr. Nathan Daniel Buchman. The author is 
not a Christian himself and does not judge 
from a Christian viewpoint, though he seems 
to derive much of his ethics from the Ten 
Commandments and the Sermon on the Mount. 
He has investigated long and carefully, ap- 

ears objective, and affords interesting read- 
ing in his narrative. For anyone who desires 
to know the story of this strange and power- 
ful travesty of Christianity, this book will 
be informing. Buchman, who has fascinated 
so many of all classes, especially the rich, 
and inspired them to a fanatical devotion to 
him and his message, has defined sin as 
‘anything which keeps people from oné an- 
other.’’ In a time of uncertainty and fear like 
ours, such a description of our plight is pro- 
digiously attractive. But this is not the New 
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Testament conception of sin and the remed, 
correspondingly falls short. This is a help 
ful book to read, and the writer’s critiques 
so far as they go, are very well taken. 

Paul H. Rot 


LUTHERAN CYCLOPEDIA. Erwin L.Lueke 

Concordia. 1160 pp. $7.50 
This massive hank is an invaluable refer- 
ence work for all who wish to be informec 
concerning the complicated 300-year-ol 
history of America’s third largest Protestan 
denomination. Over 7500 subjects are treatec 
which include movements and men that hav 
relation with Christianity in philosophy, lit 
erature, religions, etc. Expressions of the 
Christian faith in art, music, worship, educz 
tion, translations and interpretations of the 
Bible, missions, organizations, liturgies. 
hymnology, architecture, archaeology, pub- 
licity, social work, church finances, ethics, 
church history are listed and described 
Hundreds of brief biographies are given, with 
special emphasis on Lutherans in America. 
All treatments are necessarily brief, but < 
sampling indicates that good judgment was 
exercised in bringing out the salient points, 
and their treatments are objective. A biblio. 
graphy points the way to further study. In ou 
judgment this work fills a long-felt need fo 
Lutherans and is an exceedingly useful work 
of reference in its field for the minority o 
American people who still read books, The 
editor and the Concordia Publishing House 
deserve our thanks for providing a work 
which involves such labor and echolarahal 
Paul H. Rotl 


WHAT DID THE WORLD COUNCIL SAY TC 
YOU? Harold A. Bosley. 127 pp. Abingdon. 
This little book is a runnin commentary 
on the second assembly of the World Counci 
which met in Evanston, Illinois, in 1954, 
The author feels that the official documents 
of the Assembly should be known by the pub. 
lic. His goal is achieved. This book shouk 
be read by every pastor and layman interest: 
ed in the ecumenical movement, It is well 
written, concise, and conveys the spirit o: 
Evanston. In the compass of eight chapter 
and 127 pages the essence and __ inspiratior 
of Evanston are available to anyone with th 


time to read, Bryce W. Shoemake: 


WHEN GOD WAS MAN, J.B.Phillips. Abi 
62 pp. $1.00. oe : - 
_,For a brief, lucid, exposition of the majo 
ideas of the Christian life, the vicar of St 
John’s, Redhill, Surrey, London, gives us hi: 
idea of the person and nature of Jesus 
Christ. There is no straining for effect in the 
brief volume. There are no theological phras 
es or lengthy words. The chapter headings 
are, Our Idea of Christ, Health for a Diseas. 
ed World, The Authority of Truth, A Down te 
Earth Message, Christ’s Father and Ours, 
Stern Warnings and Splendid Promises anc 
Our Reactions to Him. : 4 
The book is not preachy. It is not sermonic 
Instead of picturing a world agog, the autho 
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es us a calm picture of the person, place 
d function of the Son of God as a solution 
our personal problems and a solvent for 
> consideration of a bewildered world. The 
9k is based on a text, ‘‘He that hath seen 

hath seen the Father.’’ The book gives 
the key to the nature of Jesus. We would 
e to regard the small volume as a series of 
wt-to-heart talks between a man who has 
idied the Character of Jesus and analyzed 
s teachings, for the comfort and guidance 
another man who wants to know. There is 
hing new about the contents of the book. 
e only newness is the simplicity and man- 
of presentation. 
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} HAND UPON ME. Compiled by James B. 
frenning. Augsburg. 127 pp. $1.75 

lere are twelve expressions of personal 
9eriences with the Lord, as revealed by a 
up of young people bound by school ties 
1 war experiences as well as a common 
th, which tell how they found the Chris- 
1 life a real fellowship with their Savior. 


CLARBS gaz " 


CHURCH ILLUMINATED 


detail, each has unique experiences, and 
se add color and variety to the common 
istian testimony. 

,ach writer has portrayed realistically and 


h feeling the Christian life as he has ex- 
these varied experienc- 


ienced it, showin 
to be true fellowship. Here the clay tells 


the hand of the Potter, and surely He will 
wer their prayers that these writings may 


others to the simple conviction behind 
ir testimony. 
Richard Bramstein 


CIPLES OF THE HIGH CALLING, Perry 
ler Gresham. Bethany. 176 pp. $2.50 

| great preacher once began a sermon, 

1e world always listens when a master 
aks.’’ Out of the richness of the exper- 
eS _and apparent success in the pulpit, 
ry Gresham draws forth the material for 
; book. 

he first four chapters, ‘‘Disciplines of 
Study, of the Pulpit, of the Parish, and 
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of Various Ministries,’’ are more or less f: 
miliar ground to anyone who has done muc 
reading in this general field. Albeit, the 
are well written and every minister needs t 
be reminded of his obligations and opportur 
ities. 

But the last two chapters, “‘The Fellow 
ship of the Inadequate,” and “The Disci 
plines of Love,”’ are quite obviously the re 
sult of a life-time of prayer, concern ant 
experiences, Here Dr. Gresham reaches dee 
into his own life, soul and heart to bring 
forth these things to say to men of ever} 
age in life and every type of ministry. 
What he says is well worth reading andheed 
ing. A fine book in the realm of Pastoral 
Theology. 

W. Kirk Allen, Jr 


FOLLOWING 


(From page 296) 

Christ, seeking to hide your identity: 
Are you warming at the fire of disloyalty 
as Peter did that night of the betrayal: 
Or, are you living constantly in the gio 
of the Saviour’s presence as was Pete 


after he was converted? 
Fe SRA. 


The Church should not be a reservoir. Goc 
established it to be a channel. Following 
the line of least resistance is what makes 
rivers and men crooked. 


MUSIC 
(From page 295) 


How sweet the name of Jesus sound. 
In a believer’s ear! 

Then there is Reginald Heber’s ex: 

quisite Christmas hymn: 
Brightest and best of the sons of 
the morning, 
and of course Charles Wesley’s 
Jesus lover of my soul. 

But space forbids. The spiritual treas 
ures of Christ’s World of Song are inex 
haustible, for in them are comprehendec 
the whole everexpanding spiritual ex 
perience which Christ inspires. Compos 
ers who have produced such lyrics an 
divine rhapsodies, like the prophets c 
old, have not done so by themselves 
alone, but as the Spirit which was ir 
them enabled them to. They have rise 


. above the sphere of human sophisticatio 


into that where the Spirit of God abides 
and it is He who has inspired them to e: 
press in such beautiful lyrical pattern: 
the various phases of their spiritual li 
in Him. ; 


The Ex posit 


EPTEMBER, 1955 


ee eee ce eae a | 
INDEX Cotrell ona Leonard 


GENERAL 318 EDITORIALS 
eviews Church vs. 907 ° ° 
Salvation 315 ipsa ae d Choir, Pulpit 
velinquency 308 Peace of Mind, Page 207 and Judicial 
un Respon- 
lity 296 SERMONS Gowns 
| see 1 ~~ Conversion, Johansen 310 Academic 

: ree Pte Does God Know You?305 

nce - Sin Se Vemma Caps, Gowns § 
a 0 Inner Flam é 
: e, Sherman 308 d d 
Bees (C308 Your Sins Will Find eee 


You Out, Macartney 302 


ising, Nygaard 301 Write for 
You a CHURCH METHODS Cotoleg 
ne Fund-raising, N ygaard301 
neing os Home Problan Study 300 
Pr Litany 298 Litany, Kuntzleman 298 
ere teeny = Prayer in Industry 298 
| Duties 308 Texts and Themes 299 otreli“22 Ueonar 


of Mind,Page 297 


Thanksgiving Day 299 
297,298,308, 310 Selected eka 301 oe NC 


Music 293 


= 302 SCRIPTURE TEXTS 
ternity 302 EMisebations 

+e —sermons 
. Think a powers ae — 302 C H U R C H : 

: ut. 34:10 (S 305 

RTICLES Psa, 113 204 : B U L L E T | N S 
ing, Shepherd 296 Psa 122:3 (1D 316 
- Christ, Abbe 293 Matt. 5:43 (I) 314 Bible-art masterpieces and other beau- 
ad ecalle ve tognigenet H 314 TE eres Soa wer tara 
USTRATIONS Matt. 8:19 (1) 316 Arcam to your church. services. Dif- 
, Experience 316 Matt. 18:5 (1) 313 ferent cover design each week in two 
Heaven 314. Matt, 23:37 () 36 colors Filcoler Criokmas and fase 
y 313 Mark 14:53-71 296 back Raaes left blank for your im- 
Answered 314 Luke 9:62 296 print. Delivered flat. Size when fold- 
1ess 313 John 7:14 994, ed, 52 x 812 inches. 
‘Conversion 314 John 10:23 293 Pitas PRs ae ee ag ‘95¢ 
her Room 315 Acts 3:19 (S) 310 — Send for freee canes 
oes Ruined Eph. 5:14 294 FETT 
an 313 I Tim. 3:16-17 296 STANDARD PUBLISHING 
1 I 316 1Pet. 5:5 (I) 313 Cincinnati 31, Ohio 


GENUINE QUALITY 
CHURCH SEATING 


GENUINE QUALITY in church pews embraces design, material, 
and workmanship. 


MANITOWOC SEATING represents the most perfect develop- 

ment in pew engineering because it meets all the requirements 

of the perfect pew — comfort, beauty, durability — for lasting 

satisfactory service. 

° : Manitowoc Church Furniture Company is equipped to supply 

7 

e Invite Your Inquiry you with church seating of GENUINE QUALITY at the right 

price. 

MANITOWOC CHURCH FURNITURE CO., Waukesha, Wisconsin 
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ELECTRONIC 
my BELLS or | 
ne TUBULAR CHIMES? 


SINGLE BELLS 
° PEALS * CARILLONIC SETS 


Regardless of your needs you'll find it among 
our vast line of fine bell instruments... 
starting as low as $310. 


Over 22,000 installations attest their 


superiority. Get the facts before } 
buying. Write for details: ri 


MAAS-ROWE. 


CARILLONS 


Dept. 30, 3015 Casitas Ave., Los Angeles 39, Calif. 


= ees CHAIRS 
im Steet 
ox Wood 
==> FOLDING BANQUET 
TABLES 


WRITE FOR CATALOGUE 
AND LOW DIRECT PRICES 


J.P REDINGTON & CO. 


DEPT. 89 SCRANTON 2,PA. | 


*Pulpit and Choir- 
Headquarters for 
RELIGIOUS SUPPLIES 


Church Furniture » Stoles 

= Embroideries - Vestments 

i——w Hangings - Communion 
Sets. Altar Brass Goods 


{ 
CATALOG ON REQUEST W!/4 


& amie 
“Tational ge <x, 


821-23 ARCH STREET, PHILADELPHIA 7, PA 
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WHERE TO BUY CHURCH 
EQUIPMENT 


a 


BELLS & CHIMES 
Maas-Rowe 322 
CLOTHES RACKS 
319 Vogel-Peterson 


BULLETIN BOARDS 
W.L.Clark Co, Inc. 


CANDLES & SETS COMMUNION WARE 


EMKAY 292 Sanitary Com. Service 


(Muench- Kreuzer) ROBES & GOWNS 


CHAIRS & TABLES (Pulpit & Choir) 
(Folding) Benttey & Simon 
Adirondack Chair Co. 320 © DEAR Leonard 
Monroe Company 316 DeMoulin Bros. 


N ational 
, : 322 
Redington & Co Ward, C.E. 


CHURCH BULLETINS INSURANCE 


Eccles. Art Press 320 Ministers Life 
Prig. Co. 320 Z 
Wooltierton Ortge is Presbyterian Fund 
CHURCH FURNITURE MISCELLANEOUS 


; 22 : 
ee = 1 Col. of Metaphysics 


Redington Co. J.P. 319 PUBLISHERS 
ABINGDON PRESS 

Back GC 

CONCORDIA PUBS. 


Mublenberg Press 
INDOW. 
CHURCH W. s Standard Pub. Co. 


St.Joseph Art Glass 319 Upper Room 


CHURCH ORGANS 
Austin Organ Co. 320 


CHURCH FURNITURE 


of 
ECCLESIASTICAL BEAUTY 
and 


DISTINCTIVE QUALITY 
Since 1884 


e 

Designed and Produced 
by 

THE JOSEPHINUM — 


CHURCH FURNITURE CO. 
DEPT. E, COLUMBUS 7, OHIO 
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